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Christian Broadcasting Council 
Annual Meeting Feb 25th 2010, House of Lords 

Lord Carey of Clifton Address  
 
I am delighted to be here for the Annual meeting and want to thank Olave Snelling for inviting me. I also want to thank the Council 
for the way it promotes such fearless Christian work in this country. Today also allows me to express my admiration for Baroness 
Cox and her remarkable work throughout the world. She is an inspiration to so many. 
 
The focus of our gathering is our concern that so many Christians throughout the world suffer for their faith. Indeed, the century 
we have left behind was conspicuous for the fact that there were more Christian martyrs in the 20

th
 Century than at any time in 

the past. It is surely right, then, that we should do our utmost to identify with the suffering churches and share something of their 
pain and seek to intervene on their behalf. 
 
I have just read an interesting book by the Swedish writer Henning Mankell called The Dogs of Riga. It was published in 1992 and is 
set in the cold war between the East and West. Wallander, Mankell’s troubled policeman, is called to investigate the murder of 
two Latvians whose bodies are found on the Swedish coast. He is joined by a Latvian policeman called Major Liepa. Over a drink 
one evening, the Major says this: ‘In your country I see an abundance of material things. It seems to be unlimited. But there’s a 
difference between our countries that is also a similarity. Both are poor. You see, poverty has different faces. We lack the 
abundance that you have, and we don’t have the freedom of choice. In your country I detect a kind of poverty which is that you do 
not need to fight for your survival. For me the struggle has a religious dimension and I would not want to exchange that for your 
abundance’.  
 
This speech lingers in Wallander’s mind for some time. Then he learns that the major on his return to Latvia is murdered and 
Wallander is sent to that Eastern European country to help find the major’s murderer. He meets up with the major’s widow, called 
Baiba, and is caught up in the Latvian freedom movement. Towards the end of the story there comes a moment of revelation 
when, with Baiba, he shelters from the enemy in a Church. ‘The night they spent in the church became the point in Kurt 
Wallander’s life when he felt that he had penetrated to the very centre of his own existence. He had never previously looked at his 
life from an existential point of view. It is possible that at moments of deep depression he might have been struck by the thought 
that life is so very short when death strikes. One lives for such a short time but will be dead forever. But he had become adept at 
brushing aside such thoughts.. the night he spent with Baiba Liepa in that freezing cold church made him look deeper into himself 
than he had ever done before’.  
 
As I read the book it struck me how relevant it is to what we are discussing today. Major Liepa, from Latvia, considering the 
contrasting countries, dismissed freedom as providing a fundamental value that eclipsed other values. As a religious person he 
knew that freedom took many different forms and that, if one used it only for oneself, it is ultimately of limited value.  
So it is with respect to our own country which prizes freedom to such an extent that, ironically, those who cherish faith and 
interpret freedom in its light are sometimes in danger of being deprived of it. Andrea Williams will dwell on this at greater length 
later and, right now, all I wish to argue is that Christianity, which has given so much to our country, and which continues to make 
an impressive contribution, is now being sidelined as never before, as though it is a stranger to our nation.  
 
We should be careful however not to draw too many parallels between the experience of Christians in the UK and the plight of 
Christians abroad. As far as the UK is concerned Christians are rarely ‘persecuted’ ,and direct comparisons should be avoided. 
What is happening in Western Europe is not persecution but a marginalising of faith which seeks to portray it as a matter of 
personal conscience only. Some examples of this originate from a mistaken but well-meant political correctness that is anxious not 
to upset minority faiths by seeming to ‘privilege’ Christianity. Hence the regular ‘pantomime’ every Christmas where some local 
Council or another absurdly gives Christmas another name. 
 
Of course, I not am denying for one moment that since 9/11 – and the date is significant – a new breed of atheists have moved 
into the public square arguing that Christianity, or any other faith, should have no role in public life. This strident and bullying 
campaign seeks to ban faith schools, in spite of the clear evidence that such schools perform better than many others. We have 
reached a point where politicians are now criticised and mocked for merely expressing their faith.  
 
It is clear that we must stand up against the marginalising of faith. We must constantly remind society, of its Christian roots and 
heritage. Christianity has made a more positive contribution towards social capital than many realise. Church Schools, for example, 
were there before the State provided public education and even now educates a quarter of all children in the land. As I wrote 
recently, if we behave like doormats, don’t be surprised if we are treated as though we are. 
 
Let me now turn to the actual persecution of Christians abroad which I have sadly come across many times during visits 
throughout the Anglican Communion. During my time as Archbishop one of the greatest challenges was to remind political and 
religious leaders in lectures, meetings and discussions the need for a fair and equitable treatment of Christian minorities.  
 



Page 2 of 3 

 

 I am aware that the present Archbishop of Canterbury has done the same in his visits abroad. Nevertheless, in spite of such strong 
representations, the problem remains. And, wherever we look, particularly in the Moslem world, we find our Christian brothers 
and sisters treated as second class citizens, unable to build churches, unable to invite others freely to join them for worship and 
certainly not able to evangelise and baptise those who are attracted to the Christian faith. 
 
This is not to say that other faith leaders are uncaring or unmindful of these concerns. I have spoken personally to significant 
Muslim leaders around the world and I have been impressed by their desire to help Christian people. I think of the many personal 
conversations I have had in the past with Dr.Tantawi, Grand Imam of Al-Azhar in Cairo. No one could more considerate than he in 
expressing his regret. In spite of such appeals, however, little has changed. In Pakistan the tiny Christian minority are vulnerable as 
churches are attacked and as the notorious  Blasphemy Laws are imposed.

1
 In northern Nigeria clashes between Muslims and 

Christians are dismissed by the West as inter-community conflict without any real understanding of the way churches have been 
razed to the ground and Sharia law imposed on non-Muslim people. In Malaysia recently nine churches were attacked because 
some Muslims were outraged that Christians were allowed to use ‘Allah’ to address God.  As far as Sudan is concerned, Baroness 
Cox from her rich experience knows very well the sorry tale of the way Christians are victimised and church property is seized by 
the Islamic government.  
 
Allow me now to outline actions that we should take to represent fellow Christians who are deprived of freedom to practice their 
faith. 
 
First, a theme I have spoken about regularly over the years is that of ‘reciprocity’; that is to say, freedom that we accord to other 
faiths in the West and in this country should be reciprocated by other lands. As we know, there is amazing freedom in the west 
and in our own country for those of minority faiths to worship, build mosques and temples. This is contrasted with the complete 
inability of churches to build, repair and worship in certain Islamic countries, plus the restrictions on Christian evangelism in some 
Indian States. 
 
In my encounter with Islam I have found that Muslim leaders like the formidable and, alas, late Sheikh Zaki Bedawi often agreed 
with me concerning the need for greater tolerance, understanding, and commitment to live with differences. Time and again I 
have heard the Surah quoted from the Qu’ran: ‘Let there be no compulsion in religion’.  I am indeed impressed by the 
understanding of many Muslims that the People of the Book have much in common, and by historical periods of harmony among 
Muslims, Jews and Christians in the Middle East. But I have to say that where reciprocity is lacking, then there is indeed 
compulsion in religion. Under these circumstances, the evidence itself contradicts claims that Islam guarantees ‘freedom’.  
 
However, we Christians have to ask of ourselves as well as of people of other faiths if reciprocity is indeed an element that we are 
all willing to cultivate? Are we seeking to offer the same rights and privileges to another faith that we expect for our own? In my 
opinion this does not weaken our faith or blunts our commitment to evangelise. Generosity of spirit is not in opposition to 
committed faith.  
 
This issue has become an urgent one throughout the world. Minority Muslim groups in the West naturally cry out for the right as 
citizens to practice their faith freely, to build their mosques and to bring up their children according to the tenets of Islam. And the 
generosity of our nation has accorded them these rights. But when pleas reach my desk from minority Christian groups in many 
parts of the world asking that they should be able to enjoy those freedoms too I am saddened by the lack of generosity that 
Muslim lands give people of other faiths.   
 
And with respect but also with sadness I have to say that this reciprocity is not emphasised enough by church leaders in interfaith 
talks and dialogue. We should demand it and we should expect our political leaders to be aware of the inequality that exists 
between the nations on religious liberty.  
 
Second, we must become more outspoken concerning the plight of Christians abroad. I was struck when the interview of Sheikh Dr 
Muhammad al-Hussaini, a lecturer in Islamic Studies at Leo Beck Rabbincial College, with Premier Radio was reported to me. 
Sheikh Muhammed al- Hussaini said that while Muslims are hypersensitive to any ill-treatment of Muslims anywhere, they remain 
silent about the persecution of Christians in their midst. They know that the churches in the West will barely utter a whimper - as 
this issue is not sufficiently important to them. He called on the church to be a voice for persecuted minorities which he claims 
would speak ‘into the heart of the Muslim community’. It is extraordinary that a Muslim leader should be the one advising us to do 
something that should be instinctive!  
 
The example of Paul urging churches elsewhere to give aid to the church in Jerusalem is surely an early example of a specific 
concern for our Christian brothers and sisters elsewhere. Similarly, there are easily available ecclesiologies and images of the 
church - as a Body, as Communion, as Vine,  which help us to understand that we must have a particular concern for the suffering 
church. Sadly, it seems that our interpretation of the Body of Christ falls far short of the Muslim doctrine of ‘Umma’, the gathered 
people of Islam.  

                                                           
1 Qamar David, a 50-year-old Christian, is on trial under Pakistan’s blasphemy laws, and the verdict is expected on Thursday. He has been held in the 
Central Jail in Karachi since 2006, where previously he has reportedly been threatened and beaten by the prison officials as well as other prisoners.  
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Thirdly and related to this matter should be getting the plight of minority Christians on to our Church agendas and overcoming the 
ignorance and apathy that is sadly present in our congregations. The work of Caroline Cox, David Alton and others in Parliament is 
so necessary and admirable. I link their names with Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali; alas, no longer in Parliament. We miss his clear voice 
and outspoken leadership and we pray that other bishops will emerge from the shadows to provide a prophetic voice to our 
nation.   
 
Fourthly and lastly, as we are holding this Annual meeting in Parliament, perhaps we should prevail upon politicians to speak up 
for Christian minorities and to be less inarticulate about voicing their own beliefs. Only recently I was listening to the radio and 
heard Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu say that his two major concerns for Israel are that it remains  a Jewish State and it had 
a binding obligation to democracy. I simply cannot imagine any Prime Minister of England, saying that his major concern is that 
Britain remains a Christian nation! And that reticence is a scandal and a disgrace. 
 
Let me return to where I started with that novel by Henning Mankell who saw so clearly in the dark days of the Cold War that, 
affluence to consume what you liked, and freedom to practice any ideology you wished, are hollow values if they do not enhance 
the human spirit and lead to nobility of character. We know that the Christian faith changes lives for the better, and it would be 
cowardice on our part if we fail to speak out on behalf of those who in alien cultures have the courage to stand up for what they 
believe. It is time to stand with them and to shoulder the burden with them. Surely that is our Christian duty. 
 
George Carey 
 
 


